IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT   OF  INDIA

The triad of norms in Indian philosophy is not Truth, Beauty
and Goodness, but Existence, Consciousness and Bliss, sat, cit and
dnanda. Buddhism would not have Existence but Truth, not
sattd but satyam, and sometimes admits Consciousness (in Vijna-
navada) and sometimes not. The Hmayana sometimes does not
admit even Bliss. But we have already noted that Existence is
really the same as Truth, and that sattd and satyam mean the
same. What is consequently common to both European and
Indian idealisms is Truth or Existence. The others differ, though,
we may say, they imply each other. For instance, Beauty and
Goodness imply Consciousness and Bliss, and Bliss implies Beauty
and Goodness and even Consciousness. But we may say that
Truth implies the others also, because this Truth is not empirical
existence but the fullness of being. However, if we combine all
these, we shall have five: Truth, Beauty, Goodness, Consciousness
and Bliss. And the Absolute answers to all the five. It is Truth,
because it is the ultimate Existence; it is Beauty, because in it
the particular answers exactly to the ideal; it is Goodness, because
it is the identity of the material and the final cause; it is con-
sciousness, because it is the Self-consciousness, in which the
subject and object are transparent to each other; and it is Bliss,
because it is the experience of unity which transcends all differ-
ences, it is the consummation of love, which is joy, pure and
simple.

The Absolute is all these; but as we approach it from different
orders of experience, we understand it differently. When we
approach it from the side of logic, we understand it as Truth;
from the side of aesthetics as Beauty; from the side of episte-
mology as Consciousness; and so on and so forth. But the Absolute
is not all these indifferently. One criterion passes into another.
Truth is the ideal Existence disentangled from appearances.
Goodness is the same affirmed as the final cause. But as an Ought,
Truth is the same as the final cause. And Beauty is the identifica-
tion of the highest ideal and the particular.

It does not follow, however, that logic is the same as ethics or
aesthetics. At the empirical level, our experiences of truth,
beauty and goodness are different. Each has a peculiar quality of
its own. And because we view the Absolute from the standpoint
of these distinct experiences, we call it Truth, Beauty, and so
forth. Otherwise, these distinctions would not have arisen at all.
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